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Questlons by Agnivesha
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e After I|sten|ng to the above deliberations by Lord Atreya, Agnivesha said, “Now we would
like to hear the following:

* Which of the organs of the foetus is manifested first in the womb of the mother?
 Where does the face of the foetus lie and what posture does it maintain inside?
* Which food nourishes it and how does it come out?

* Which fg)od and regimens are responsible for its immediate death after the delivery
process:

 What factors help in the growth of the foetus without any disease?
* Are there afflictions of diseases caused by Gods or divinities? Or not? (idiopathic)

* What is your opinion regarding the existence or non-existence of the child’s timely or
untimely death?

 What is the span of its life?
 What are the factors which are responsible for the maintenance of its life span?

.Q.




Different views regarding origin of foetus
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* Lord Atreya’sreply to Agnivesha is already well described in the fourth chapter of the Sharira Sthana dealing
with the formation of embryo, detailingthe mannerin which the foetus is formed in the uterus of the
mother and the mode of manifestation of its various organs. However, there are various controversieson
this subject, which are listed



http://www.carakasamhitaonline.com/mediawiki-1.32.1/index.php?title=Sharira_Sthana

Different views regarding origin of foetus

* Kumarashira Bharadvaja observed that the head of the foetus is first
manifested in the uterus because it is the seat/base of all sense organs.

* According to Kankayana, the Ehysician from Bahlika, heart being the seat
of chetana, consciousness is the first to be formed.

* According to Bhadrakapya, nabhi (umbilicus) is first formed as it serves to
provide nourishment to the fetus.

* According to Bhadrashaunaka, rectum located near the colon is first
formed as it is the site for vata.

* According to Badisha, hands and feet are first formed being the
instruments of individual for his activities.

e According to Janaka of Videha, sense organs being the seat of senses are
first formed.

* Marichi Kashyapa is of the view that is not possible to make any
statement about first formation of any organs as they cannot be
observed directly.

 Dhanvantari is of the view that all organs are formed simultaneously.



Conclusion:-
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* Of these, the view of Dhanvantari seems to be correct as all the
organs like heart etc. are formed at the same time. Since the heart is
the origin of all organs and also serves as developmental origin of
certain organs, it is less likely that development of other organs
precedes the formation of heart. Hence, it is evident that all organs
are formed simultaneously. All organs are connected to each other.
Hence the view of Dhanvantari seems to be quite correct.



Position of foetus In
Uterus
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* The foetus lies in the
uterus with its face towards
the back of the mother,
head upwards and the
limbs folded.

THE POSITION OF THE FETUS IN THE UTERUS

pelvic presentation




Nutrition of fetus
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* The foetus is free from thirst and hun CFer It is dependent upon the mother
for all its activities. Its manifested and non-manifested organs get
nourishment by the process of upasneha (perfusion)
and upasweda (thermal regulation). It gets nourishment by the process of
perfusion- sometimes through the hair follicles and sometimes through the
umbilical cord. The umbilical cord of the fetus is attached to the umbilicus
on one end and the ﬁlacenta on the other end. The placentais in turn
connected with the heart (circulatory system) of the mother. The heart of
the mother floods the placenta SW|th nourishment) through the pulsatin
vessels. This rasa (nutritive fluid) promotes strength and complexion of the
fetus as it is composed of material having all six rasa (tastes).




actions of Rasa
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* Rasa (digestive product of food) of the pregnant woman serves three
purposes viz.

* Nourishment of her own body
* Lactation and
* Growth of the fetus

* Being supported by that food, the foetus that is dependent upon the
mother keeps living inside (the uterus)



Positition of fetus during labor
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THE POSITION OF THE FETUS IN'THE UTERUS

* During a normal labor, the fetus turns its
head downwards by effect of the prasuti
maruta (vayu, which regulates the process
of delivery) and gets delivered through the
vaginal path. Any deviation in this process
constitutes abnormality. After delivery, the
child starts behaving independently.

fetal presentation head down



Lifespan of human beings
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* In the Kali Age, the normal span of life (of human beings) is one

hundred years. The factors responsible for the maintenance (of the
normal span) of life are:

* Prakriti sampat i.e. equilibrium of dosha in the constitution of
individual

* Guna sampat i.e. excellence of the compactness of the body and
excellence of hereditary qualities; and

* atma sampat i.e. virtuous acts







