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Questions by Agnivesha
• एववंादिनं भगवन्तमाते्रयमग्ननवेश उवाच श्रतुमेतद्यिकु्त ंभगवता शरीराधिकारे वचः| ककन्नु खल ुगभभस्याङ्ग ंपवूभमभभननवभतभते कुक्षौ, कुतो मखुः कथ ंचान्तगभतग्स्तष्ठनत, ककमाहारश्च वतभयनत, कथम्भतूश्चननष्रामनत, कैश्चायमाहारोपचारैर्ाभतः सद्यो हन्यते, 
कैरव्याधिरभभविभते, ककं चास्य िेवादिप्रकोपननभमत्ता ववकाराःसम्भवग्न्त आहोग्स्वन्न, 
ककंचास्य कालाकालमतृ्य्वोभाभवाभावयोभभगवानध्यवस्यनत, ककंचास्य परमायुः, कानन चास्यपरमायुषो ननभमत्तानीनत||२०||

• After listening to the above deliberations by Lord Atreya, Agnivesha said, “Now we would 
like to hear the following:

• Which of the organs of the foetus is manifested first in the womb of the mother?

• Where does the face of the foetus lie and what posture does it maintain inside?

• Which food nourishes it and how does it come out?

• Which food and regimens are responsible for its immediate death after the delivery 
process?

• What factors help in the growth of the foetus without any disease?

• Are there afflictions of diseases caused by Gods or divinities? Or not? (idiopathic)

• What is your opinion regarding the existence or non-existence of the child’s timely or 
untimely death?

• What is the span of its life?

• What are the factors which are responsible for the maintenance of its life span?



Different views regarding origin of foetus
• तमेवमुक्तवन्तमग्ननवेश ंभगवान ्पुनवभसुराते्रय उवाच-
पूवभमुक्तमेतद्गभाभवरान्तौ यथाऽयमभभननवभतभते कुक्षौ, यच्चास्य 
यिासंनतष्ठतेऽङ्गर्ातम|् ववप्रनतवािास्त्यवत्र बहुवविाः सतू्रकृतामषृीणां सग्न्त 
सवेषां; तानवप ननबोिोच्यमानान-् शिरः पूर्वमशिनिर्वर्वरे् कुक्षावर्नर्कुमारशिरा 
िरव्दाजः पश्यनत, सरे्न्द्रियाणाां र्दधिष्ठािशमनर् कृत्यवा; हृदयशमनर्
काङ्कायिो बाह्लीकशिषक्,चेर्िाधिष्ठाित्र्ार्;् िाशिररनर् ििकाप्यः, 
आहारागम इनत कृत्यवा; पक्र्ाियगदुशमनर् िििौिकः, 
मारुताधिष्ठानत्यवात;्हस्र्पादशमनर् बडििः, तत्यकरणत्यवात ् पुरुषस्य; 
इन्द्रियाणीनर् जिको र्ैदेहः, तान्यस्य बुध्द्याधिष्ठानानीनत 
कृत्यवा;परोक्षत्र्ादधचरत्यशमनर् मारीधचः कश्यपः; सर्ावङ्गाशिनिर्वववियुवगपददनर्िरर्रर्ररः; तिपुपन्न,ं सवाभङ्गानांतलु्यकालाभभननवृभत्तत्यवाध्ृियप्रभतृीनाम|् 
सवाभङ्गानां ह्यस्य हृियं मूलमधिष्ठान ंच केषाग्चचद्भावानाम,् नच तस्मात ्
पूवाभभभननवृभवत्तरेषां; तस्माध्ृियप्रभतृीनां सवाभङ्गानां तलु्यकालाभभननवृभवत्तः, सवे भावा ह्यन्योन्यप्रनतबध्िा:; तस्माद्यथाभूतिशभन ंसाि|ु|२१||

• Lord Atreya’s reply to Agnivesha is already well described in the fourth chapter of the Sharira Sthana dealing 
with the formation of embryo, detailing the manner in which the foetus is formed in the uterus of the 
mother and the mode of manifestation of its various organs. However, there are various controversies on 
this subject, which are listed
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Different views regarding origin of foetus
• Kumarashira Bharadvaja observed that the head of the foetus is first 

manifested in the uterus because it is the seat/base of all sense organs.
• According to Kankayana, the physician from Bahlika, heart being the seat 

of chetana, consciousness is the first to be formed.
• According to Bhadrakapya, nabhi (umbilicus) is first formed as it serves to 

provide nourishment to the fetus.
• According to Bhadrashaunaka, rectum located near the colon is first 

formed as it is the site for vata.
• According to Badisha, hands and feet are first formed being the 

instruments of individual for his activities.
• According to Janaka of Videha, sense organs being the seat of senses are 

first formed.
• Marichi Kashyapa is of the view that is not possible to make any 

statement about first formation of any organs as they cannot be 
observed directly.

• Dhanvantari is of the view that all organs are formed simultaneously.



Conclusion:-
• सवाभङ्गानां ह्यस्य हृियं मूलमधिष्ठानं च केषाग्चचद्भावानाम,् नच 
तस्मात ्पूवाभभभननवृभवत्तरेषा;ं तस्माध्ृियप्रभतृीनां सवाभङ्गानां 
तुल्यकालाभभननवृभवत्तः, सव ेभावा ह्यन्योन्यप्रनतबध्िा:; 
तस्माद्यथाभूतिशभनं सािु||२१||

•

• Of these, the view of Dhanvantari seems to be correct as all the 
organs like heart etc. are formed at the same time. Since the heart is 
the origin of all organs and also serves as developmental origin of 
certain organs, it is less likely that development of other organs 
precedes the formation of heart. Hence, it is evident that all organs 
are formed simultaneously. All organs are connected to each other. 
Hence the view of Dhanvantari seems to be quite correct.



Position of foetus in 
Uterus
• गभभस्तु खलु मातुः पषृ्ठाभभमुख 
ऊध्वभभशराः 
सङ्कुच्याङ्गान्यास्तेऽन्तःकुक्षौ ||
Cha. Sha. 6/22

• The foetus lies in the 
uterus with its face towards 
the back of the mother, 
head upwards and the 
limbs folded.



Nutrition of fetus
• व्यपगतवपपासाबुभुक्षस्त ुखलु गभभः परतन्त्रववृत्तमाभतरमाधश्रत्यय
वतभयत्युपस्िेहोपस्रे्दाभयाां गभाभशये सिसभ्ितूाङ्गावयवः,तिनन्तरं ह्यस्य
कन्द्श्चल्लोमकूपायिैरुपस्िेहः कन्द्श्चरिाशििाड्ययिैः| िाभयाां ह्यस्य िािीप्रसक्ता, नाडयां चापरा, अपरा चास्य मातःु प्रसक्ता हृिये, मातहृृियं ह्यस्य 
तामपरामभभसम््लवतेभसराभभः स्यन्िमानाभभः; स तस्य रसो बलवणभकरः सम्पद्यते, स च सवभरसवानाहारः|
• The foetus is free from thirst and hunger. It is dependent upon the mother 

for all its activities. Its manifested and non-manifested organs get 
nourishment by the process of upasneha (perfusion) 
and upasweda (thermal regulation). It gets nourishment by the process of 
perfusion- sometimes through the hair follicles and sometimes through the 
umbilical cord. The umbilical cord of the fetus is attached to the umbilicus 
on one end and the placenta on the other end. The placenta is in turn 
connected with the heart (circulatory system) of the mother. The heart of 
the mother floods the placenta (with nourishment) through the pulsating 
vessels. This rasa (nutritive fluid) promotes strength and complexion of the 
fetus as it is composed of material having all six rasa (tastes).



actions of Rasa
• ग्स्त्रया ह्यापन्नगभाभयाग्स्त्रिा रसः प्रनतपद्यते- स्र्िरीरपुष्टये, 
स्र्रयाय, गिवर्वध्दये च| स तेनाहारेणोपष्टब्िः 
(परतन्त्रववृत्तमाभतरमाधश्रत्यय ) वतभयत्ययन्तगभतः||२३||

• Rasa (digestive product of food) of the pregnant woman serves three 
purposes viz.

• Nourishment of her own body

• Lactation and

• Growth of the fetus

• Being supported by that food, the foetus that is dependent upon the 
mother keeps living inside (the uterus)



Positition of fetus during labor

• स चोपग्स्थतकाले र्न्मनन 
प्रसूनतमारुतयोगात ्पररवतृ्त्यावाक् भशरा 
ननष्रामत्ययपत्ययपथेन, एषा प्रकृनतः, 
ववकृनतःपुनरतोऽन्यथा| परं त्यवतः
स्वतन्त्रववृत्तभभवनत|| Cha. Sha. 6/24

• During a normal labor, the fetus turns its 
head downwards by effect of the prasuti
maruta (vayu, which regulates the process 
of delivery) and gets delivered through the 
vaginal path. Any deviation in this process 
constitutes abnormality. After delivery, the 
child starts behaving independently.



Lifespan of human beings

• र्षविर्ां खल्वायुषः प्रमाणमग्स्मन ्काले||२९||
• तस्य ननभमत्त ंप्रकृनतगुणात्यमसंपत ् सात्यम्योपसेवनं चनेत||३०||
• In the Kali Age, the normal span of life (of human beings) is one 

hundred years. The factors responsible for the maintenance (of the 
normal span) of life are:

• Prakriti sampat i.e. equilibrium of dosha in the constitution of 
individual

• Guna sampat i.e. excellence of the compactness of the body and 
excellence of hereditary qualities; and

• atma sampat i.e. virtuous acts




